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WHERE ARE WE NOW?

$ The Dillon Field Office in southwestern
Montana is working on a resource
management plan (RMP) to replace the
management framework plan (MFP)
approved in 1979.

$ It will guide land use allocations and
resource decisions on approximately 902,000 acres and 1,305,504 acres of mineral
estate.

$ The tentative schedule is:
$ FY2001 - Conduct public scoping and collect data.
$ FY2002 - Analyze management situation and develop alternatives.
$ FY2003 - Estimate effects and

release draft RMP/EIS.
$ FY2004 - Respond to comments

and release final RMP/EIS.
$ FY2005 - Release Record of

Decision and approved RMP.

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

$ Several new statutory, regulatory,
policy and socioeconomic changes
have occurred since the completion of
the Dillon MFP in 1979.

$ Issues and management concerns
related to threatened and endangered
species and changes in intensity of use
on public lands have also emerged in
the planning area.

$ The Dillon RMP has been a priority for
several years, but the funding wasn’t
available until 2001.

 



WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

$ This is the top RMP priority in Montana.
$ It is a multi-year process that will require an

ongoing commitment of agency resources.
$ The RMP will likely address these issues:

$ desired future conditions for several
resources;

$ livestock grazing;
$ threatened, endangered and sensitive

species and habitats;
$ vegetation, wetland and riparian values;
$ fisheries;
$ fuels management;
$ timber management;
$ mineral, oil and gas leasing and

development;
$ travel planning and access;
$ land tenure adjustments (both disposal

and acquisition);
$ recreation use;
$ special management considerations, i.e.,

areas of critical environmental concern
and wild and scenic rivers; and

$ heritage, historic and visual resources.

WHO ELSE IS CONCERNED?

$ Interest is extremely high given the significant
resource values and diversity of area user
groups.

$ Other interests include:
$ Several national and state-level

conservation organizations;
$ State and local officials, especially at the

county level;
$ Other management agencies;
$ Western Montana Resource Advisory

Council.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Contact Scott Powers, Dillon Field Manager, (406)
683-2337; or Renee Johnson, RMP Team Leader,
(406) 683-8016; or go to www.mt.blm.gov/dfo.


